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COALBED METHANE POLL
Objectives

• The purpose of this poll w as to determine the levels of
aw areness and support/opposition for a proposed
coalbed methane gas project in the Bulkley Valley region.

• Synovate, a professional market research f irm, w as
commissioned by the Northw est Institute for Bioregional
Research, w hich is a not-for-profit organization dedicated
to the social and ecological sustainability in Northw estern
BC.

Methodology

• For this poll a total of 300 telephone interview s w ere
conducted w ith adult residents of Smithers, Telkw a and
the surrounding rural regions of the Bulkley Valley. All
interview ing for this study w as completed from October
25 to 29, 2006.

• From each randomly selected household, interview s
w ere completed w ith the adult aged 18 years and older
w ho had the most recent birthday.

• Interview ing quotas w ere set by telephone prefix (846,
847 and 877) and during data tabulation, mathematical
w eights for age and gender w ere applied to the entire
sample of 300 to ensure it w as an accurate
representation of the region.

• The margins of error at the 95% confidence level
associated w ith this poll are +/-6% for the total sample of
300. Margins of error for regional and demographic sub-
samples are w ider.

Key Findings

• The large m ajor ity of Bulk ley Valley region
res idents  (94%) repor t being aw are of the
proposal to develop a coalbed m ethane gas  f ield
near  Telkw a.

• Fam iliar ity w ith the plan or  debate sur rounding
the proposal s tands  at jus t under  60%, w ith more
residents being “somew hat” familiar w ith it (46%) than
“very” familiar (11%).  The remaining 40% of residents
admit to being unfamiliar w ith or unaw are of the proposal.

• Am ong the 94% of res idents  w ho are aw are of the
proposal, 21% suppor t it , 52% oppose it and 27%
have yet to form  an opinion.

• Of those w ith an opinion, 71% are opposed to the
proposal.

• While support for the proposal tends to be soft (i.e. 6%
“strongly” support w hile 15% “somew hat” support),
opposition is f irmly held (35% strongly” oppose and 17%
“somew hat” oppose).

• Once adm inis tered the m ajor ity of the survey,
res identsÕ pos it ion on the proposal generally
rem ains  unchanged.  Specif ically, “informed” support
is steady at 23%, “informed” opposition is also
unchanged at 57%, w hile those w ithout an opinion
decreases to 20%.

• Residents w ho support the proposal feel it w ill create
jobs and bring in industry and/or be good for the
economy.

…continued
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• Those in opposition believe the proposal is bad for the
environment, as it w ill pollute w ell w ater.  Others in
opposition point out that the company has no proven
track record and that not enough testing has been done.

• When those aw are of the proposal are presented w ith
seven points-of-view  that relate to the coalbed methane
proposal, res idents  agree m os t s trongly that the
BC governm ent should not sell the developm ent
r ights  to the com pany if the m ajor ity of Valley
res idents  feel the r isks  are too great.  Overall, 87%
agree w ith this point-of-view .

• Alm os t 70% also agree that the potential benefits
of coalbed m ethane are not w or th the potential
r is k  to w ild salm on and s teelhead and 60% agree
that the proposal poses an unacceptable risk to drinking
w ater reserves.

• When it comes to BC’s regulations for coalbed methane
being inadequate and poorly enforced, resident view s
are somew hat fragmented.  Just over 50% agree they
are inadequate and poorly enforced, 19% disagree and
29% have no idea or no opinion.

• For the remaining three points-of-view  on the proposal,
disagreement either equals or outw eighs agreement.
Specif ically, w hen it comes to the development being
good for the economy, 47% agree and 46% disagree.
BC  developing coalbed methane to better fund social
services draw s agreement from 36%, but disagreement
from 53%.

• Only 29% of regional residents aw are of the proposal
agree that the government should go ahead w ith the
development it if  believes it’s in the entire province’s best
interest, w hile 68% disagree.

• Res idents  tend to feel the provincial
governm entÕs  effor ts  to consult w ith local
res idents  about the proposed coalbed m ethane
project have been less  than adequate (58%), rather
than adequate (32%) or more than adequate (3%).

• The coalbed methane project w ill be an important issue
for area residents w hen deciding w ho to support in the
next municipal election (62% say it w ill) and in the next
provincial election (66% say it w ill).


