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British 

Columbiaôs 

Forests 

ü 64% of province 

forested); < ½  (25 

million ha) productive & 

accessible forest land 

ü 3% permanently converted 

to urban areas, agriculture, 
hydro reservoirs 

http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hts/pubs/
tsr/tsrbkg.htm 

http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ 

http://w ww.for.gov.bc.ca/ 

public 

resource: 

94-95% of  

BC is 

óCrown 

landô; as 

is 94% of 

forest 

land base 

Public Land, Private Land 
ü Concept of  óCrown landô goes back to early BC land allocation. 

ü Principle of public ownership of  forests (and not selling off 

forest land base) establishedðprior to BC becoming a 

provinceðby House of Assembly 1866: 

ñselling and granting of large tracts of timberland to companies 

or individuals should not be entertained as it is socially injurious 

& detrimental to settlementò. 

When grants of land proposed to attract investment in 

sawmilling, Assemblyôs response was: òwe will offer licenses to 

cut timber only on unsold and unpre-empted land. ò  

ü Leases & licenses became the predominant tenures. 

 

 

 

Peart, Bob. 2012. BC's Crow n lands are public lands.  http://bcforestconversation.com/   

Crown Land in British Columbia 

ü 94% of B.C. remains public óCrownô land. 

üOf the 94%, 2% is fresh water;  of the 6%, ~1% 
is federal crown land & ~5% is privately owned. 

ü By retaining the land base in public ownership, 
the Province 150 years ago kept open its 
options to enable other public purposes 
concomitant  with timber production. 

 

ü But forest industry never gives up; desires 
privatisation of Crown land or at least more 
TFLs. 

 

 

Peart, Bob. 2012. BC's Crow n lands are public lands. http://bcforestconversation.com/ 

http://bcforestconversation.com/
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Forest Tenures? 

×Most forestland óownedô by public. 

×Almost all logging & processing 

equipment & mills are privately owned. 

Tenures are certain property rights to 

public timber, transferred by Provincial 

government to private sector through 

legislation, regulation, contracts or policy. 

Area based Tenures 

20 million m3 (30%) 

exclusive rights to areaôs 
timber 

ü Tree Farm Licences 

ü Timber Licences 

ü Community Forest 
Agreements 

ü First Nation Woodland 
Licences 

ü Woodlot Licences 

Volume based Tenures 

65 million m3 (70%) 

share area with others 

ü Forest Licences 

ü Timber Sale Licences 

ü Pulpwood Agreements 

ü various Licences-to-Cut 

ü Free Use Permits 

 

BC has very complex tenure system 

Allowable Annual Cut (AAC) by Tenure - 

2012  

BCTS = BC Timber Sales 

Evolution of Forest Tenure 

Policy 
üEarly to mid-20th Century ï focus on 

stimulating economic development.  Timber 

rights offered in exchange for building wood 

processing facilities and creating employment. 

ü 1980s ï multiple use emphasis, sustained 

timber harvest (Í sustainable), more 

responsibility on licensees (deregulation). 

ü 1990s-2000s ï short-lived regulation (Forest 

Practices Code) then more deregulation 

Evolution of Forest Tenure 

Policy 

More Recently 

üDevelopment of tenures to support the bio-

energy industry 

üArea-based tenures to provide First 

Nations with forest-based economic 

opportunities and employment  

üMore local control of some forest 

resources (community forest agreements) 

AAC ï allowable annual cut 
ü rate at which timber is made 

available for harvesting ñin 
response to social, economic, & 

environmental considerations.ò 

Timber Supply 
üAvailability of timber over time; the 

potential flow of logs out of the 

forest. 

üñthe amount of timber é forecast 

to be available for harvesting over 

a specified time and under a 

particular management regime.ò 

AACs & Timber Supply 

1980 cutblocks near Nadina Lake   

 J. Pojar 
w ww2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-

resources/sustainable-forest-management-practices  
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My View of BC Forest Management 

Historic pattern of events: 
ü Company establishes processing facility (sawmill or pulpmill), its size based 

on anticipated markets, persuadability of investors, and a 15- to 20-year 

amortization period 

ü determines volume of wood required to run the mill, and area of forest land 

required to produce the volume 

ü acquires licences to the treesðCrown asset (common property) 

ü Regulatory agency (provincial Ministry of Forests) determines AAC 

required to keep all mills in a given ótimber supply areaô running 

ü THEN addresses biology of commercial tree species plus a few other forest 

species (mostly animals), and begins to study the ecology of the forest 

ü treats welfare of those other species and of non-timber forest values as 

constraints on timber production, rather than as management goals 

ü conducts research on stand dynamics, growth & yield, density 

management, fertilization, tree breeding, and so forth 

ü does some arm-waving about sustainability, integrated use, biodiversity, 
ecosystem management, social contract 

 

Collective BC Forestry 

Mythology 
×Cut the decadent old forests down and 

replace them with thrifty young plantations. 

×Compared to primary wild forests, managed 

forests will yield a lot more woodðquickly. 

×The óallowable cut effectô is valid. 

×Maximum sustained yield works. 

×Forest management on private land is better 

than management on public land.  
 

 

 

www.ourplacesociety.com 

Chief Forester 1994-2004. 

Too Much Too Fast: 
Itôs Still About the Rate of Cut 

1912-1947 Unregulated Forest 

Industry Expansion 
ü Logging rates and utilisation standards not 

regulated; reforestation not funded 

üCoast: portable camps & itinerant loggers tracked 
(very effectively) the best, most accessible wood 

ü Interior: lots of small bush mills & small sawmill 
towns 

ü Two issues faced government 

1) Industry demanded more secure timber supply 

2) Foresters worried about  pattern of harvesting 
(including high-grading) and inadequate 
reforestation 

Haley, David. 2005. 

ü Chief Forester F. D. Mulholland, used formula in 1937 survey of 

BCôs forest resources.   

ü Emerging concept of sustainability & need to ensure that once 

seemingly inexhaustible timber supply was logged at a rate that 

met needs of both current and future generations.  

üGoal was a ónormalô forest. 

Whatôs A óNormalô (i.e., Regulated) Forest? 

Burton & 

Coates. 1996. 

-a balance of forest age classes that can each grow to maturity and be harvested  


